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A big thank you goes out to all the family who have
helped by sharing photographs and stories to enable
us to put together their life story.

While every effort has been taken to accurately record our
family’s history from oral and factual sources, the passage of
time has left many gaps in their life story that may forever
remain unknown to their descendants.

Brett Cummings (Grandson).
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Thomas Benjamin and Evelyn Mabel Martin

Thomas and Evelyn Martin wedding
photograph 1929.

Thomas Benjamin Martin as he was known was born on 19 April 1900 in Birdsville,
Queensland. However, his birth registration states he was named Thomas Angus
Martin. It is not clear why he adopted Thomas Benjamin or when he dropped Angus.
Thomas also used Benjamin as his first name on his marriage certificate. He was
fourth child of six children.

Thomas’s parents were William Joseph Martin and Ellen Josephine Elena Callary.
William was born on 1 December 1865 at Coonatto, South Australia and died on
4 March 1913 on Murnpeowie Station on the Strzelecki Track in South Australia. Ellen
was born on 8 November 1871 in Gilbert, South Australia and died on 13 August 1949
in Jamestown, South Australia. Ellen was the daughter of Philip Callary and Julia
McAuliffe. She married William Joseph Martin on 18 February 1892 in Quorn, South
Australia. William was the son of Michael Martin and Caroline McCudden.

Evelyn Mabel Reid was born on 1 October 1911 in Hawker, South Australia. She was
the daughter of Michael Reid and Sarah Russell. Michael Reid was born on 24 August
1863, in Wirrabara, South Australia. He died on 5 April 1924 in Innamincka, South
Australia. He married Sarah Russell on 29 June 1885 in Milparinka, New South Wales.
She was the daughter of John Jacob Russell and Martha Whitmarsh. Sarah Russell
was born on 13 March 1868 at Culgoa River, New South Wales and died on
18 December 1943 in Whyalla, South Australia.
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Australia Birth Index, 1788-1922 Thomas Angus Martin

Mame: Thomas Angus Martin
Birth Date: 19 Apr 1900
Father's Name: William Joseph Martin
Mother's name: Ellen Josephine Callary
Birth Flace: Queensland
Registration Year: 1900
Registration Place: Queensland
Page Mumber: 16375

Registration Number: 003327

Record of Thomas'’s Birth.

Evelyn’s birth certificate.
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Evelyn went to school in Innamincka for a short time. Her father worked on many
stations in northern South Australia and central Queensland, from Hawker, Farina,
Murnpeowie, Nappa Merrie and Thargomindah. He sent his family to live in Farina,
possibly from Innamincka, while he worked on Nappa Merrie station early 1920’s.

z

A
o
Back row: Cwen Healey, !Mr. £. Gniel, Ted Robertson, Sarah and &:

7 Evelyn Reid &?r
Second row: Jeam and Keith healey, = . and Roy Kelly .
Front row: (in white) Lugene and Lemanos Kelly, Mavig and Madge
Healey N

Evelyn and sister Sarah school photo circa 1920-22 from “The
town with two lives” by Helen Tolcher.

Evelyn grew up in Farina. Opportunities for work in Farina at the time were probably
limited as Farina was in decline. The railway had been relocated and the lack of rainfall
forced many farmers to leave. Evelyn, however found work as a nursemaid at the
local nursing cottage.

Farina was too small to support a hospital, so the District and Bush Nursing Society of
South Australia established a “Cottage Hostel” in the Old Transcontinental Hotel. The
Hotel was gifted to Farina by Sydney Kidman after he purchased the original hospital
called “The Bungalow” in 1925 to be used as the Wilpoorina shearer’s quarters.

His daughter, recalls being told by her Dad, Thomas, that he attended a Convent
school in Birdsville. His stay was short as he was expelled for climbing a tree to get
eggs from a bird nest. A nun caught him up the tree and he threw the eggs at her.
Needless to say, she was not impressed.
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Thomas also attended school at Farina. He was recognised as the most successful
child in the second class of 1912. His sister, Eileen, was awarded the needlework
prize.

Daily Herald [Adelaide, SA: 1910-1524) / Mon 15 Aug 1912 |
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Thomas’s family had been in Farina since his father William Joseph Martin had taken
on the job as Mail Driver in January 1912. It was said that by the time he was 14,
Thomas was working as a station hand for Sir Sydney Kidman. He continued to work
as a station hand up to the late 1930’s.

Australia, City Directories, 1845-1948 for Thomas Martin

South Australia » South Australian Directory (Sands) 1920

Martin Thos., stnhnd, Farina

Australia, City Directories, 1845-1948 for Thomas Martin
South Australia » South Australian Directory (Sands) 1924

Martin Thos., stnhnd, Farina.

Australia, City Directories, 1845-1948 for Thomas Martin

South Australia > South Australian Directory (Sands) 1926

T_qarf_i.n Thps.. stghnd. Fa!_"i‘na‘

Extract from the South Australian Directories 1930, 1934 and 1936.
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For some time, Thomas and Evelyn lived in a small building attached to the Hostel, on
the right hand side

Thomas Martin, Bush camp while station hand circa 1930s.
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Another view of Thomas Martin’s bush camp.

However, it was not all hard work at Farina.
Newspaper articles of the time indicate that
residents of Farina and the surrounding
area had a good social life.

Thomas was right in the middle of it.
Thomas was part of the organising
committee for a Fancy Dress Ball held in
Farina on 28 January 1924. He was also
the MC for the evening. Thomas went as a
Jester, his sister as Harem and his brother
as an Oriental and mother as Night. Alice
won the best fancy costume.

Thomas dressed as a Jester.
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Quorn Mercury (SA:1895-1954) / FrilFeb 1924 / Page3 /

L CUE—

Farina.

Fancy Dress Ball.

On Monday evening, Jan. 28, a
fancy dress ball was organised hy a
few of the local lads, namely, Messrs
Justin, Payne, Davy, T. Martin,
Francis, and Dennison, and the ar-
rADE ts were fully earried
out,

The floor was reserved for dancers
in fancy eostume until 10 p.m., and
it was quite o gay sceno to see B0
many fancy eostumes on the foor,
espacially in the voveity dances,
which ineluded streqmer aauce,
moonlight waltz, confotti fight and
balloon dsneo,

Mueh mmusement was caused hy

tha littlo party whish consisted of
J. Justin ns Lhe "Parson,” Miss L.
Jeffreys the " Bride,” Curley Fran-
cis the " Bridegroom,” Mr. and Mrs.
W. Collins 43 "Dad and Mum™ and
Tom Trust =s the ‘'Bridesmaid,”
and dancing ceasad while the wed-
ding ceremony took place.
| Those in fancy dress ware :—Mes-
dames Collins, Muom ; 8eidel, Star-
light ; Martin, Night; Caldwell,
|Japaneso; and Miases A. Martin,
Harem: T. Danielson, Fally ; E.
Chapman, Bells of Peace ; M. Davis,
The Bride of the Nation; Molly
Davis, Yes, Wo have No Baoanas;
L. Jefirays, tha Brida; I. Coult.
hard, Half-man Half-woman; R.
Juhmatun, Lampshade ; A. Caldwell,
i Peap; F. Barnos, Black Cat;
Measrs Colling aa Dad; N. Davy,
'Old Nick ; L. Payne, Charlio Chap-
lin; W. Martin, Oriontal ; T, Mar-
tin, Jeater ; O. Daziolaon, Red [n-
dian; R, Bell, [lsif-wan Half-
womun ; C. Davis, Brigaud; G.
Caldwell, Chinaman: Jos Juslin,
tha Parson ; U, Franciy, the Brids-
groom; Tow Trust, Bridesmaid;
and Master J. McCabe, Nigger,

A prizo was awarded for Jady's
and gent's best fancy costume, most
humcrous, and best sustained char-
ter. Mra E. Bell and Sister Dor-
rington wero tho judges for tho
Indy's costume, nod they decided—
Best {ancy costume, Miss A. Mari'n,
(harem) ; humorous, Mra. Collins as
Mum ; and best sustained, Miss L.
Jeffreys as the bride.

Messrs. Laidlaw and Hastings
were entrusted with tho judging of
tha goots, and their verdict was—
Best fancy costume, Norm Davy
{Old Nick); most humorous, Joe
Justin (The Parson) ; best sustaiped
Laurie Payne (Charlie Chaplin)

In the balloon danes Will Martin
was succeasful in keeping the ladies’
dainty feet off his balloon, and so
wag declured the winner, and Miss
M. Davis, haviog tliree strings {rom
balloons, was awarded the ladies’

prizo.

‘Mss Justin officiated wb the piano,
and Tom Martin as M.C., and the
lighting effects in Moonlight Dance
was oarried out by Lauris Payne,
who got the electricity from & motor
ear kindly lent by Mr; Hastings.

During the evening a presentation
wak mada by the Hospital Comumit-
tee to Mrs. Frost, who is leaving
Farina. Mrs. Frost has done won-
dorful work in helping the hospital,

and. will be greatly missod. Mrs,
Daniblsen, in making the presenta-
| tion, spoke in glowing terms ol her
| efforts for the hoapital, -and said
what a losa Mra. Frost would be to
I the town. ;

'Fat_ina.

Jouponry 2.

On Mew Year's Thay a spnits
meeting waa held, and the resalia
wern ;= Hyrdles — Joov Jll“in.ill
Bitalli, Dick Hell's St Speed. |
 Trinds, 100 yards—Tom McCale,
Mark Jobneon., PBreaking bettls on
horseback—Andrew  Jobnszton on
Ginger Pop, J. Pattersen on Prickly
Prinee. Hop, atep and jump—Tom |
MeCnbe. Standing high jump— Rill
Martmis ' Throwing the hall—{.
ball— . Francis. ~ Ladies’ threa-
legped rare—Misges R. Johnaon and
0, Kite, Mizses M. Thaviz and I,
Martin. Tha dny was eoncluded
|with a very successful though warm
danes, during whichn waltring enm-
petition wua hald, the judges naming
Miss E. Matin nad Mr. Patiidge
the winners, i

On tha evening cl Januvary 2 o
rooonlicht pienie, minus the moon,
wasa beld on the raceeoursa, mnd the
Tadien tock the snpper and the gen.
tlemen tock the ladies. The race-
enuras was reachad by ecams, and
with the aid of a gramaph ne ard an
soccrdecn, mueie was earved out by
several local musiciars. A diverrion
, was caused hy ths antics of Mesars.
| Jeafin, Cocmbes, and Dendison. |
Joey Justin gave an exhibition of
acrobatio stunts, and asked for a
wvoluntesr to assist bim in rome
tombling. Weorm Davy ohliged, and
was rewsrded with applouss and a
stiff peck for two or three days.
Tommy Marlin excolled as s misi-
cian, giving several iteinm on the
gramaphone. At nidnight evary-
body wads for home and bed, and
in some cases ancther supper,
, Qo Fridey rain fill to the axtert
of- 83 points, and oo Saturday |.'i
 duststorn preceded a shower of half

an inch, whick brought Leigh {}ruk]
down and fled ull ths dn.m:l
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Quorn Mercury {5A: 1895 - 19

around.

Thomas played the gramophonic at a Moonlight
picnic in Farina in 1924 and is mentioned as the
MC for functions. A DJ ahead of his time.

The Martin’s were active members of the Farina
Community.
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They also travelled to surrounding properties.

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA:1895-1954) / Sat6Aug 1927 / Page7l1 / SOCIAL:

SOCTAL AT LYNDHURST SIDING,

Last Wednesday evening a social was held in
the Lyndhurs: Siding hall, when a
of visitors from Farina paid
a call, Mm Y. T Yates, nssis'el by the
ladies, provided supper. Those present included
Mcesdames Y. T. Yates, C. Hall, T. Amesbury, J.
0’'Loughlin, Misses LKileen O'Loughlin, Gwen
Place, and Jean Place,  Messrs, Clon Hazard, Lox
O’'Donnell, Ted 8Y :p]nu Bill Martin, and Y, T.
Yates. Vieitors from Faring ineluisd Matron
A. M Dow, Mesdames K. Maxwell and A. Frost,
M'ssse K. Patterson, A, Patteraon, M. Davies,
E. M, Chapman, and A, Martin, Messrs, A, J.
Copeland, Tommy Martin, G. Chapman, B. Smith,
J. Patterson, Jim M~C. -, and A, Dawson,

Thomas seems to be involved in many social activities in Farina and the local district.

The newspaper articles that mention Thomas, create an image of a man who loved
his family, his life and his community. He would be classed as an outgoing, humorous
man who worked hard and knew how to play as well. By all accounts you could say
he had the work life balance under control.

Thomas on Madge at Farina.
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Thomas was also into horse racing.
He was a good horseman and
participated in the Farina race
meetings.

His horse Murnpeowie won a number
of races in 1932 and 1933. |t
assumed the horse was named in
memory of where his father died at
Murnpeowie Station.

Thomas’s horse Murnpeowie.

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA: 1895 - 1954) [ Thu 24 Nov 1932 [ Pagel7 / Successful Gymkhan.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA:1931-1954) / Wed 8 Feb 1933 / Page 18 / FarinaBene

CLBOTDCT G U TWTIgMEY, JT§s. WV JTTE. S

Farina Benefit Meeting
A meet! ald of the DT.N.S. Hos-
i e e

pital at rmn.
Stockowners' Purse—Mr. L. mvhom-
PALATINE 1: Mr. G. htm‘- Joan.

Flying Handicap.—Mm. L. D.Gool.‘l
wn.nrfomﬂln Mrs. J. mns EKur-

P‘lﬂt MI M Race.—Miss O

Broohs Mr. T. Martins
? mndl Ir A. J‘hm’!
Mrs. J. Dunn's

xm-d.lﬂdil. 2.
Sacond Hand -el Race —Mr. O.
Patterson’s, J & Mr. T. Martin's

Successful Gymkhana At

Farina

FARINA, November 18.

There was a large attendance at the
gymkhana conducted by the Northeru
Tmop of the Leglon of Front.tem og
Saturday, Much of the success the
Sathetlng was aue to the aecretary ( Mr.

T. Yates) and his assistant (Mr, A. R.
Chapman), In the evenirgus thhlv suc-
cessful ball was held in tterson's Hall.
The results of the sports were:—
Frontlersmen's Hack Race.—T, Martin's
Murnpeowie; L, Kerr's Recoil.

Tilting at the Ring.—A. Johnston, Q.
Chapman,

Hack Race.—G. Patterson's Ivan, J.
Barnes's Tin Hare.

Roger Pocock Handleap.—J. Francjs
gndn';“ Collins’s Singenens, l(ahomen'

ot.

hread the Needle Race.—M. R. Arnold,
8. Mahcm

Tent Pesgtng.—'r. P. Gourlay, M. Reld,
Ar % traw Race.—J, Mooney, M. R.

I

Stockman’s Putse —T. Martin's Murn«
peowle, G, Cha hIumu:u Opera Queen.
Flag Race. Arnold, 8. A. Mahomet,

Finishing line at Farina Races 1924.
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A young Thomas and Evelyn at Farina.

Thomas Martin and Evelyn met in Farina.

After courting for some period, Thomas proposed marriage to Evelyn and announced

it to the world on 18 April 1929.

ENGAGEMENTS.
unlmu-—m'nu —The engagement s

snnounced of lun E.. eidest h:hur of
Mr and Mr«< P. J London.
Ity!n':lﬁ to Ernest J., oug

o’ M E J Martia, of Lip
shire, England.

RETD—MARTIN. - The
MJL
Thomas Martin, youngest
ummm

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA 1889-1931) / Thu 18 Apr 1929

Thomas and Evelyn’s engagement notice.
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They were married five months later on 19 September 1929 in Patterson’s Hall at
Farina, South Australia. Thomas was 29 and Evelyn was 18 years old.

i o -
1
1927 . ! Married in the Distriet of 2emue in the State of South Aqf;tra]ia. o
: io“ When Macid. i :;""‘;{"":I"‘ms";"f':ﬁ |A!€ Fleoe At Crnditey ‘ Condition. 13:1‘]‘.1'”1\;.7; _lile-xdri%j: :uia o!- 1 _N\-mt B n}-,m- of Faters ‘ Place 1n which Celebrated.
- /ﬁ ./éMZ:L | l ! | ‘ /G@fzﬂ. #@&7
(7 ‘ A e ISl
é@v mM d‘%aﬂu/&a_ f Méa (}‘%M /’;r‘&j“"'[ |
Iy it e Pt .
102/ 72‘94 \ T Ao . i
: | Name. Tn a ox Calling. Residence. J
* This Maringe "@ /|/(_/ 3 ‘
was celebrated) = In the || . p
o ’/g : : P i 1 WL/LQ/’ W i Q‘{M ‘ g
2’(4)64“ R : otus ([@Lx s AN D M o LA T Bl i
| : | |

The above-nzmed Pﬁrn/.u;—nﬁu- Clirrean —/@44:5"_ 1 and ga«.—% %M l/’/;‘,_'D;{) were duly Married "
Witness my hand this . /¢_7m' day of ;ﬂ%ﬁnfﬁ«_ 12p J . /«@Mf

W1 1m
: 1

- by or before me, at the time and flsce above named, and in the presence of the witnessea whose signatures are above written. 7 /
—

: i I

RO T i i

Thomas and Evelyn’s marriage certificate.

Thomas and Evelyn honeymooned in Adelaide. They caught the train from Farina and
while in Adelaide had wedding photos taken. They visited the zoo and caught up with
his sister Eileen. When they returned from Adelaide they lived in Farina.

Thomas and Evelyn honeymoon photo in
Adelaide.
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They raised the following six children:

1.

James (Jim) Reginald Martin was born on 11 June 1927 in Hawker, South
Australia. Thomas was not James’s father but raised him as his own. James
first married Letitia Hatherley Rawlins and later he married Louise Gosden.
James died on 26 September 2009 and was buried on 1 October 2009 in
Adelaide.

Geofrey Benjamin (Biffy) Martin was born on 10 February 1930 in Farina, South
Australia. He died on 13 April 1989, in Whyalla, South Australia. He married
Betty Christianson in Murray Town, South Australia. She was the daughter of
George Christianson and Katherine Harriet Tulloch. Betty was born on
10 January 1928 in Booleroo Centre, South Australia and died on 25 July 2001
in Whyalla, South Australia. They are both buried in the Whyalla Cemetery.

Daphne Fay Martin was born on 9 March 1932 in Farina, South Australia and
died on 4 August 2016 in Jamestown. She married John William Brereton on
14 November 1953 in Jamestown, South Australia. He was the son of William
Thomas Brereton and Eva Letitia Skurray. John was born on 7 January 1926
in Jamestown, South Australia and died on 27 May 1991 in Jamestown, South
Australia. They are both buried in the Jamestown Cemetery.

Second daughter, still living, was born in 1934 in Farina, South Australia.
Third daughter, still living, was born in 1939 in Jamestown, South Australia.

Fourth daughter, still living, was born in 1944 in Jamestown, South Australia.

. Evelyn.
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After they were married Thomas and Evelyn moved into a house on the edge of Farina
as marked on the map below. Not far away from his mother’s house.

Te.-ms Gwﬁ 1 Gool
veie AF&L@" 3 Nalwmd"s \
New Mavvee Rood / \ thll i "‘“Mf: R:Qe
i el s i ‘ s %‘g Cﬁl &-f ’
3 Cottte D o Stexe eods
Red Bricge 3 Rq..lm&, Younds =T "7 = | ghds
A v B e R ot o b LY HTT b P it A
L D D StoTicmasds m]
\".‘:'bt Read mail 4 Houie Navues
P Heuse _ Cal'Eae‘;
Ceol ol CJOH v
tnde \R—_ Kai: 5
% DF;J":E/J,U Scheuidi | Reu 0 kaisest o
shone N Ol Poli ~Bood &
£ QO wen SMasves: /DSAQ.\";—- T eligh Craeke
g 3 ~ Pond [ Pensste firs Houwse P
<= o » H:;tk /-/
EE - TN Capead farolfe é | TransdihneTal et
3 ot Vot e e it 21 T cif i enrtog o)
§ % sbwumk shll fnu"‘"’c GE-E.I ar """g"/n ]fiuwﬁ.
vis'ble Mes D Laf [] Es.Mo-—
| Mak-ﬂ e shed a D Mes
Oud‘l | Tom Tk ﬁ ou Pa\.r-n Mowin
[Qeanv ) Singer S (e
Mick
// DM&D c'bﬂ
J \ Scheol
7 { Witehodina L] g kg
2 Creeke.
J\ S i Ns Creek.

Map sourced from Farina from Gibbers to Ghost Town by R Olston.

Possible Martin house in Farina.
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Thomas and his brother William (Bill)
with a dead snakes at Farina.

They then moved from Farina to Jamestown in 1938.

First, they lived in a small tin house on Gloucester Road, Jamestown for a number of
years. This was capture by the Electoral rolls for 1939 to 1943. Then they moved into
a stone house on Cronin Street near the pig yard opposite John and Fay Brereton’s
chaff shed. The house was owned by Merryfield’s who also owned the Butcher Shop
where Ellen and Alice lived. The connection to Merryfield’s is not known. It appears
this house was demolished in 2010.

L il
= -

Remains of house at Cronin St, Jamestown.

Thomas and Evelyn then moved into the house on Cockburn Road, Jamestown in
1941 after the house was inherited by Thomas’s mother Ellen. The house was a small,
very old and dark house but it was to become the Martin family home for the next
40 years.
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Their daughters remember riding on a horse dray when they moved into Cockburn
Road.
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Evelyn (third from right seated) and Thomas Martin (second from right) with
family at Cockburn Road.
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Drawn from memory by Brett Cummings.
Thomas and Evelyn never owned the Cockburn house they lived in for 40 years.

In 15 June 1928, it was owned by siblings, Mary (Margaret), Catherine and Charles
Callary. They were Philip Callary’s siblings or Ellen’s uncle and aunts or Thomas’s
great aunts and uncle. When Mary died on 24 November 1933 the property was
transferred to her sister and brother. Then Charles died on 7 November 1940 and the
property was put into Catherine Callary’s name.

When Catherine died on 27 May 1941, the property was transferred to Ellen Josephine
Martin (nee Callary) (Catherine’s niece) (Thomas’s mother) on the 5 November 1942.
When Ellen died on 13 August 1949 the property was transferred to Alice Lottie Martin
(Ellen’s daughter) on the 23 January 1950. Alice owned the property until she sold it
on 20 November 1978.
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One point of interest to note, the toilet never made it into the house. It was a drop
toilet way up the backyard with no power. In later years, it gradually got closer and
closer to the house. When a new bucket toilet was built it was still in the backyard.

In Jamestown, Thomas went well sinking for Alan Thomas and worked for a
Mr Chegwidden on his farm. He also worked on various other labouring jobs. His last
job was on the Road Gang for the Jamestown Council. He retired from this position
when he was 65 in 1965.

He had a gladstone bag that he always carried with him. It contained his black tea, in
a cool drink bottle and his lunch wrapped in a towel.

During WW2, Thomas was sent to Whyalla by

Mame: Thomas Benjamin Martin ! ) )
the Government in 1941 to work in the iron

Gender:  Male smelter. He was recorded on the Australian
Electoral Year: 1948 Electoral Roll as living in Whyalla in 1948.
Subdistrict:  Whyalla However, he was back in Jamestown before the
end of the war. He was in his mid-forties at this

State:  South Australia stage.

District:  Grey
Country:  Australia

Residence Address: 62 Lacey st Extract from South Australian Electoral Roll.

Occupation:  Laborer

The electoral roll has Thomas living at 62 Lacey Street in Whyalla. This was the home
of May Johnston (nee Reid), his sister in law. Later it became the home of Lorna
Shearer, daughter of May.

i

Evelyn at rear of Cockburn Road house. Evelyn with youngest daughter.
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Thomas with daughter Fay 1953.

Thomas was the gardener. He grew veggies for the family, such as potatoes, carrots,
cabbage, rhubarb and silver beet. He had a number of fruit trees and kept chickens
and ducks up the backyard. He had an old bath that was located next to a shed in the
yard next to the house. It was full of water and rotting horse manure, which he used
as a liquid fertiliser for his fruit trees.
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Thomas and Evelyn at daughter’s wedding in 1957.

Getting around was not easy for the Martin family in Jamestown, as they never owned
a horse and dray nor owned or drove a car. Thomas always rode a bike or walked to
wherever he was going. The family also never had a phone at home. Thomas slept
in the sleepout with a sheet over his head.

Thomas had an eagle eye and could find things lying on the road or footpath. His
grandson Brett recalls how his Poppa Martin was always finding things and giving
them to him. Small things like marbles, a bike pump or spanners. He also remembers
there were large peppermint trees at rear of the Cockburn road block. Brett recalls he
used to collect tennis balls that were hit over the fence from the church tennis courts
that were next door after they had finished playing. Even though there was a gate
where they could retrieve their balls there was never any shortage of tennis balls.

There were always almonds to eat at Poppa’s from a big tree in the backyard. They
were kept in a basket in the shed adjoining the house. There were always little
hammers around to crack the shells. The grandchildren often soaked the nuts in water
and peeled the skin before eating them.
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Thomas was not a religious man. He is remembered as a kind and gentle man. Small
in stature, big in heart but very strong. Some interesting facts about Thomas was
shared with me, Thomas had a set of false teeth that he only ever wore on Christmas
day. He only ever drank black tea, no milk, cream or sugar. Cream was for sweets
deserts only. It was always scolded cream.

He loved music and his favourite artist was Slim Whitman, a country and western
performer who also was a yodeller. He got his first wrist watch the year he died, given
to him by all of his family. After he died, Evelyn used to wear it every day. Neither
had ever had a wrist watch before.

Thomas was very handy at fixing things. He could turn his hand to many things, from
repairing shoes to fixing bikes.

Evelyn was a very organised lady and a good housekeeper. She was the driving force
behind most activities. She ran the household well. Evelyn controlled the money and
made sure all her family was fed and clothed to the best of her ability. Evelyn was a
kind lady, small statue but of a rather large build.

Evelyn was a good basic cook. She did a fantastic roast chicken for Sunday lunch.
She started early by going to the chook pen, selecting a chook, chopped off its head,
plucked its feathers, gutted it, stuffed it and then cooked it. She had roast veggies,
mainly potatoes, peas and carrots. A far cry from going to the supermarket and buying
a cooked chook.

Evelyn in Jamestown 1970.
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She made lovely sweets and cakes such as jam roly-poly, dumplings in syrup, rice
pudding and stewed apples.

She made pasties every Thursday night and on Saturday nights, after watching Biffy
play football, it was always soup and crumpets. The rest of the week she cooked meat
and veggies, a lot of stews. Cabbage was a common supplement to a lot of meals.
A steak was never on the menu as there were too many mouths to feed.

Evelyn never worked outside of her home, she always cared for her family.

She was a good knitter, mainly jumpers and socks. Once she received the pension,
she had her hair washed and set every week. An interesting fact, after Evelyn lost all
her teeth, she refused to get false teeth. She could be a very stubborn person.

The Martin family never had a beach holiday. Their holidays consisted of occasional
visits to Thomas’s sister, Myrtle, in Gladstone by train.

Their family of eight all lived in the three bedroom house. In the beginning the girls
had to share three to a double bed. The boys were luckier, they had a single bed
each.

Things got more complicated in 1949 when Alice moved into the house as well. Alice
remained with them until 1972 when she had to be moved into a nursing home in Port
Pirie.

Evelyn (LHS) with sister Annie.

Evelyn and sister in law Alice Martin.
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In her later years Evelyn kept a diary of major events that occurred in her life. It has
proved at great source of information about her life and how she was thinking. The
diary was for 1968 but she used it again and again to record events that occurred over
the next 10 years. A perpetual diary so to speak.

The following extracts from her diary give, in some cases, a very personal insight to
Evelyn. She often refers to herself as Mum when she writes.

Like the time Thomas cut of his toe off in 1968.

TUESDAY 25

Thomas Martin 1969.
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Thomas was diagnosed with cancer of the oesophagus. He went to Adelaide Hospital
for treatment on 22 February 1973 then came home to Jamestown on 14 March 1973.
He returned to Jamestown Hospital on 19 March for a fortnight. Thomas passed away
at 3.15 am on Friday, 27 April 1973 in the Jamestown Hospital from cancer of the

oesophagus.

Evelyn captured all of this in her diary.
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Extract from Evelyn’s dairy relating to Thomas’s death.

KIOW  her was to Jov S
MARTIN, Thomas gja};:}‘n -
= gn ADI‘II 27, at Jamestown
: ospital, dearly loved husband
.| of Evelyn, Ioving father of
- Jim, GeFOff Fay. 'Betty, Joy
r_ix;d. Joan, father-in- law of
|| Louise, Betty, . John Russell,
.| Ben and Wesley, and nonng,
of 19 grandchildren and two
erea,t -grandchildren, Aged 73

I\%QRTIN ‘Thomas Benjamin, —
Hn April ag ooy Jamestown
ospital, loving brother of

- Myrtle,
.and AIzc:eBm TSR Wetemsemyy =

A FIrmen s o~

o

Thomas s death and funeral notice.

Thomas was buried on Saturday, 28 April 1974 at 11.00 am in the Jamestown
Cemetery in Section DP, Plot 12.
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Evelyn was 62 when her Thomas died.

As she didn’t have a car, she always relied heavily on her daughter, Fay, to drive her
around for appointments, to shops, to the bridge club and any for other reason. She
joined the local Senior Citizens and played cards with friends on a regular basis.
Bridge was her card game of choice and her love.

On 7 January 1976, Evelyn was admitted to hospital with a heart attack and because
of an ulcer on her leg that would not heal.
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The following year on the 10 October 1977, her daughter gave her a dog she
purchased in Adelaide. Evelyn called the pup Tinnie.

1978 became a very difficult year for Evelyn as she was forced to move out of her
home of 40 years. Alice, her sister in-law, needed to sell Cockburn Road to pay for
her care in Port Pirie. In 1978, after the house was sold, Evelyn found herself
homeless for the first time her life.

It was a very upsetting period in her life as she was still able to take care of herself.

At the time there were limited housing or care options in Jamestown. Belalie Lodge
was the only aged care option available.
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Her mood was captured in the following extract from her diary where she wrote:
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Over the next five months she lived with her daughters while waiting for a room at the
Belalie Lodge. Evelyn spent a couple months from December 1978 to January 1979
in Western Australia with family before returning to Jamestown.

She finally had a proper holiday. It was the furthest she had travelled and the first time
in an aeroplane.
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While in Western Australia, Evelyn visited many of the tourist spots in the South West
and Great Southern.

Evelyn at the Cape Leeuwin At the Gloucester Tree in Pemberton.
Water Wheel at Augusta.

l. 2. Y. . s

At Cape Leeuwin Lighthdds;, A-ddusta. Christmas' Day 1978.
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Evelyn was allocated a room in Belalie Lodge in Jamestown on 14 February 1979.
She flew back with her daughter to settle her into her new home. She paid $85 a
fortnight for board.

TUESDAY 4
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Extract from Evelyn’s diary.

Evelyn did not like the life at Belalie Lodge and felt alone. Her daughter, Fay, spent
many hours with her and looking after her.

As fate would happen, she only resided there for 12 months before her death.

Evelyn’s health had declined and she was sent to the Royal Adelaide Hospital for
some time to recover and was sent back to Jamestown Hospital where she died on
the 13 November 1980.
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BORN 19TH APRIL 1900. DIED 27TH APRIL 1873
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Evelyn and Thomas’s
headstone.
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Evelyn and Thomas’s grave
after Evelyn’s funeral.

Thomas and Evelyn Martin were true pioneers of South Australia, who worked hard to
provide and care for their family. They were very much loved.
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Family Trees

Wiliam Joseph Martin

o' (1885-1213) &

2 {1371-1040) &

Philip Laurence Martin
o [1B02-1587)

Myrtle Nellie Martin
9 (1305-1073) =

William Leslie Martin
o' (1800-1873)

Thomas Benjamin Martin
o' (1800-1873) &

Eileen Elsie Martin
¥ (1202-1850)

Michaze! Reid
& (1363-1024) &

|8

Sarsh Russell

9 [1868-1043) &

J

James Reginald Martin
o' (1027-2002) ¥

Geofrey Benjamin Martin
d (1830-1830) w

Daphne Fay Martin
7 (1932-2018) w

David Beid
o' (1886-1830) ¥

Martha Reid
2 [1887-1050) *

John Jacob Reid
' (1888-195T) =

Dolly Reid
@ (1882-1871) W

Adam Reid
g (1804-1027) ¥

Jane Tennant Reid

T (1887-1874) w

Herbert Henry Reid
o' (1609-1851)

Mabel Reid
@ (1001-1982) ¥

Sarah Eileen Reid
© (1807-1880) w

Michael Reid
&' {1909-1080) ¥

Evelyn Mabel Reid
T (1211-1020) &

Thomas and Evelyn family and parents.
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Thomas’s ancestors.

%‘.!;'E:'E;_,

Evelyn’s ancestors.
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