
Thomas Benjamin 
and 

Evelyn Mabel 
Martin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Researched and compiled by  
Brett and Shellie Cummings 2022. 

Email: Brett@cummings.id.au  



Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you goes out to all the family who have 
helped by sharing photographs and stories to enable 

us to put together their life story. 
 
 
 
 
 

While every effort has been taken to accurately record our 
family’s history from oral and factual sources, the passage of 

time has left many gaps in their life story that may forever 
remain unknown to their descendants. 

 
Brett Cummings (Grandson). 
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Thomas Benjamin and Evelyn Mabel Martin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas and Evelyn Martin wedding 
photograph 1929. 
 
 

Thomas Benjamin Martin as he was known was born on 19 April 1900 in Birdsville, 
Queensland.  However, his birth registration states he was named Thomas Angus 
Martin.  It is not clear why he adopted Thomas Benjamin or when he dropped Angus.  
Thomas also used Benjamin as his first name on his marriage certificate.  He was 
fourth child of six children. 
 
Thomas’s parents were William Joseph Martin and Ellen Josephine Elena Callary.  
William was born on 1 December 1865 at Coonatto, South Australia and died on 
4 March 1913 on Murnpeowie Station on the Strzelecki Track in South Australia.  Ellen 
was born on 8 November 1871 in Gilbert, South Australia and died on 13 August 1949 
in Jamestown, South Australia.  Ellen was the daughter of Philip Callary and Julia 
McAuliffe.  She married William Joseph Martin on 18 February 1892 in Quorn, South 
Australia.  William was the son of Michael Martin and Caroline McCudden.  
 
Evelyn Mabel Reid was born on 1 October 1911 in Hawker, South Australia.  She was 
the daughter of Michael Reid and Sarah Russell.  Michael Reid was born on 24 August 
1863, in Wirrabara, South Australia.  He died on 5 April 1924 in Innamincka, South 
Australia.  He married Sarah Russell on 29 June 1885 in Milparinka, New South Wales.  
She was the daughter of John Jacob Russell and Martha Whitmarsh.  Sarah Russell 
was born on 13 March 1868 at Culgoa River, New South Wales and died on 
18 December 1943 in Whyalla, South Australia.  
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Record of Thomas’s Birth. 
 

Evelyn’s birth certificate. 
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Evelyn went to school in Innamincka for a short time.  Her father worked on many 
stations in northern South Australia and central Queensland, from Hawker, Farina, 
Murnpeowie, Nappa Merrie and Thargomindah.  He sent his family to live in Farina, 
possibly from Innamincka, while he worked on Nappa Merrie station early 1920’s. 
 

 
Evelyn and sister Sarah school photo circa 1920-22 from “The 

town with two lives” by Helen Tolcher. 
 
Evelyn grew up in Farina.  Opportunities for work in Farina at the time were probably 
limited as Farina was in decline.  The railway had been relocated and the lack of rainfall 
forced many farmers to leave.  Evelyn, however found work as a nursemaid at the 
local nursing cottage.   
 
Farina was too small to support a hospital, so the District and Bush Nursing Society of 
South Australia established a “Cottage Hostel” in the Old Transcontinental Hotel.  The 
Hotel was gifted to Farina by Sydney Kidman after he purchased the original hospital 
called “The Bungalow” in 1925 to be used as the Wilpoorina shearer’s quarters. 
 
His daughter, recalls being told by her Dad, Thomas, that he attended a Convent 
school in Birdsville.  His stay was short as he was expelled for climbing a tree to get 
eggs from a bird nest.  A nun caught him up the tree and he threw the eggs at her.  
Needless to say, she was not impressed. 
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Thomas also attended school at Farina.  He was recognised as the most successful 
child in the second class of 1912.  His sister, Eileen, was awarded the needlework 
prize.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas’s family had been in Farina since his father William Joseph Martin had taken 
on the job as Mail Driver in January 1912.  It was said that by the time he was 14, 
Thomas was working as a station hand for Sir Sydney Kidman.  He continued to work 
as a station hand up to the late 1930’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the South Australian Directories 1930, 1934 and 1936.  
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For some time, Thomas and Evelyn lived in a small building attached to the Hostel, on 
the right hand side  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Martin, Bush camp while station hand circa 1930s. 
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Another view of Thomas Martin’s bush camp. 
 
 

However, it was not all hard work at Farina.  
Newspaper articles of the time indicate that 
residents of Farina and the surrounding 
area had a good social life. 
 
Thomas was right in the middle of it.  
Thomas was part of the organising 
committee for a Fancy Dress Ball held in 
Farina on 28 January 1924.  He was also 
the MC for the evening.  Thomas went as a 
Jester, his sister as Harem and his brother 
as an Oriental and mother as Night.  Alice 
won the best fancy costume. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas dressed as a Jester. 
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Thomas played the gramophonic at a Moonlight 
picnic in Farina in 1924 and is mentioned as the 
MC for functions.  A DJ ahead of his time. 
 
 
The Martin’s were active members of the Farina 
Community. 
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They also travelled to surrounding properties. 

Thomas seems to be involved in many social activities in Farina and the local district. 
 
The newspaper articles that mention Thomas, create an image of a man who loved 
his family, his life and his community.  He would be classed as an outgoing, humorous 
man who worked hard and knew how to play as well.  By all accounts you could say 
he had the work life balance under control. 
 

Thomas on Madge at Farina. 
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Thomas was also into horse racing.  
He was a good horseman and 
participated in the Farina race 
meetings. 
 
His horse Murnpeowie won a number 
of races in 1932 and 1933.  It is 
assumed the horse was named in 
memory of where his father died at 
Murnpeowie Station. 
 
 
 

Thomas’s horse Murnpeowie. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Finishing line at Farina Races 1924.  
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A young Thomas and Evelyn at Farina. 
 
 
Thomas Martin and Evelyn met in Farina. 
 
After courting for some period, Thomas proposed marriage to Evelyn and announced 
it to the world on 18 April 1929. 
 
 

Thomas and Evelyn’s engagement notice. 
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They were married five months later on 19 September 1929 in Patterson’s Hall at 
Farina, South Australia.  Thomas was 29 and Evelyn was 18 years old.  

Thomas and Evelyn’s marriage certificate. 
 
Thomas and Evelyn honeymooned in Adelaide.  They caught the train from Farina and 
while in Adelaide had wedding photos taken. They visited the zoo and caught up with 
his sister Eileen.  When they returned from Adelaide they lived in Farina. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thomas and Evelyn honeymoon photo in 
Adelaide. 
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They raised the following six children: 
 

1. James (Jim) Reginald Martin was born on 11 June 1927 in Hawker, South 
Australia.  Thomas was not James’s father but raised him as his own.  James 
first married Letitia Hatherley Rawlins and later he married Louise Gosden.  
James died on 26 September 2009 and was buried on 1 October 2009 in 
Adelaide. 

 
2. Geofrey Benjamin (Biffy) Martin was born on 10 February 1930 in Farina, South 

Australia.  He died on 13 April 1989, in Whyalla, South Australia.  He married 
Betty Christianson in Murray Town, South Australia.  She was the daughter of 
George Christianson and Katherine Harriet Tulloch.  Betty was born on 
10 January 1928 in Booleroo Centre, South Australia and died on 25 July 2001 
in Whyalla, South Australia. They are both buried in the Whyalla Cemetery. 

 
3. Daphne Fay Martin was born on 9 March 1932 in Farina, South Australia and 

died on 4 August 2016 in Jamestown.  She married John William Brereton on 
14 November 1953 in Jamestown, South Australia.  He was the son of William 
Thomas Brereton and Eva Letitia Skurray.  John was born on 7 January 1926 
in Jamestown, South Australia and died on 27 May 1991 in Jamestown, South 
Australia. They are both buried in the Jamestown Cemetery. 

 
4. Second daughter, still living, was born in 1934 in Farina, South Australia.   
 

5. Third daughter, still living, was born in 1939 in Jamestown, South Australia.   
 

6. Fourth daughter, still living, was born in 1944 in Jamestown, South Australia.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evelyn. 
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After they were married Thomas and Evelyn moved into a house on the edge of Farina 
as marked on the map below.  Not far away from his mother’s house. 

Map sourced from Farina from Gibbers to Ghost Town by R Olston. 
 

Possible Martin house in Farina. 
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Thomas and his brother William (Bill) 
with a dead snakes at Farina. 
 
 
 

 
They then moved from Farina to Jamestown in 1938. 
 
First, they lived in a small tin house on Gloucester Road, Jamestown for a number of 
years.  This was capture by the Electoral rolls for 1939 to 1943.  Then they moved into 
a stone house on Cronin Street near the pig yard opposite John and Fay Brereton’s 
chaff shed.  The house was owned by Merryfield’s who also owned the Butcher Shop 
where Ellen and Alice lived.  The connection to Merryfield’s is not known.  It appears 
this house was demolished in 2010.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remains of house at Cronin St, Jamestown. 
 
Thomas and Evelyn then moved into the house on Cockburn Road, Jamestown in 
1941 after the house was inherited by Thomas’s mother Ellen.  The house was a small, 
very old and dark house but it was to become the Martin family home for the next 
40 years.  
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Their daughters remember riding on a horse dray when they moved into Cockburn 
Road. 

Martin House, Cockburn Road, Jamestown. 
 

Side of Martin House, Cockburn Road, Jamestown. 
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Cockburn Road backyard. 

Evelyn (third from right seated) and Thomas Martin (second from right) with 
family at Cockburn Road. 
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Drawn from memory by Brett Cummings. 
 
Thomas and Evelyn never owned the Cockburn house they lived in for 40 years.  
 
In 15 June 1928, it was owned by siblings, Mary (Margaret), Catherine and Charles 
Callary.  They were Philip Callary’s siblings or Ellen’s uncle and aunts or Thomas’s 
great aunts and uncle.  When Mary died on 24 November 1933 the property was 
transferred to her sister and brother.  Then Charles died on 7 November 1940 and the 
property was put into Catherine Callary’s name.  
 
When Catherine died on 27 May 1941, the property was transferred to Ellen Josephine 
Martin (nee Callary) (Catherine’s niece) (Thomas’s mother) on the 5 November 1942.  
When Ellen died on 13 August 1949 the property was transferred to Alice Lottie Martin 
(Ellen’s daughter) on the 23 January 1950.  Alice owned the property until she sold it 
on 20 November 1978. 
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One point of interest to note, the toilet never made it into the house.  It was a drop 
toilet way up the backyard with no power.  In later years, it gradually got closer and 
closer to the house.  When a new bucket toilet was built it was still in the backyard.  
 
In Jamestown, Thomas went well sinking for Alan Thomas and worked for a 
Mr Chegwidden on his farm.  He also worked on various other labouring jobs.  His last 
job was on the Road Gang for the Jamestown Council.  He retired from this position 
when he was 65 in 1965. 
 
He had a gladstone bag that he always carried with him.  It contained his black tea, in 
a cool drink bottle and his lunch wrapped in a towel. 
 

During WW2, Thomas was sent to Whyalla by 
the Government in 1941 to work in the iron 
smelter.  He was recorded on the Australian 
Electoral Roll as living in Whyalla in 1948.  
However, he was back in Jamestown before the 
end of the war.  He was in his mid-forties at this 
stage.   
 
 
 
Extract from South Australian Electoral Roll. 
 

 
The electoral roll has Thomas living at 62 Lacey Street in Whyalla.  This was the home 
of May Johnston (nee Reid), his sister in law.  Later it became the home of Lorna 
Shearer, daughter of May. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evelyn at rear of Cockburn Road house.               Evelyn with youngest daughter.  
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Thomas with daughter Fay 1953. 
 
 
Thomas was the gardener.  He grew veggies for the family, such as potatoes, carrots, 
cabbage, rhubarb and silver beet.  He had a number of fruit trees and kept chickens 
and ducks up the backyard.  He had an old bath that was located next to a shed in the 
yard next to the house.  It was full of water and rotting horse manure, which he used 
as a liquid fertiliser for his fruit trees. 
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Thomas and Evelyn at daughter’s wedding in 1957. 
 
 
Getting around was not easy for the Martin family in Jamestown, as they never owned 
a horse and dray nor owned or drove a car.  Thomas always rode a bike or walked to 
wherever he was going.  The family also never had a phone at home.  Thomas slept 
in the sleepout with a sheet over his head. 
 
Thomas had an eagle eye and could find things lying on the road or footpath.  His 
grandson Brett recalls how his Poppa Martin was always finding things and giving 
them to him.  Small things like marbles, a bike pump or spanners.  He also remembers 
there were large peppermint trees at rear of the Cockburn road block.  Brett recalls he 
used to collect tennis balls that were hit over the fence from the church tennis courts 
that were next door after they had finished playing.  Even though there was a gate 
where they could retrieve their balls there was never any shortage of tennis balls.   
 
There were always almonds to eat at Poppa’s from a big tree in the backyard.  They 
were kept in a basket in the shed adjoining the house.  There were always little 
hammers around to crack the shells.  The grandchildren often soaked the nuts in water 
and peeled the skin before eating them. 
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Thomas was not a religious man.  He is remembered as a kind and gentle man.  Small 
in stature, big in heart but very strong.  Some interesting facts about Thomas was 
shared with me, Thomas had a set of false teeth that he only ever wore on Christmas 
day.  He only ever drank black tea, no milk, cream or sugar.  Cream was for sweets 
deserts only.  It was always scolded cream. 
 
He loved music and his favourite artist was Slim Whitman, a country and western 
performer who also was a yodeller.  He got his first wrist watch the year he died, given 
to him by all of his family.  After he died, Evelyn used to wear it every day.  Neither 
had ever had a wrist watch before. 
 
Thomas was very handy at fixing things.  He could turn his hand to many things, from 
repairing shoes to fixing bikes.   
 
Evelyn was a very organised lady and a good housekeeper.  She was the driving force 
behind most activities.  She ran the household well.  Evelyn controlled the money and 
made sure all her family was fed and clothed to the best of her ability.  Evelyn was a 
kind lady, small statue but of a rather large build.  
 
Evelyn was a good basic cook.  She did a fantastic roast chicken for Sunday lunch.  
She started early by going to the chook pen, selecting a chook, chopped off its head, 
plucked its feathers, gutted it, stuffed it and then cooked it.  She had roast veggies, 
mainly potatoes, peas and carrots.  A far cry from going to the supermarket and buying 
a cooked chook.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evelyn in Jamestown 1970. 
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She made lovely sweets and cakes such as jam roly-poly, dumplings in syrup, rice 
pudding and stewed apples. 
 
She made pasties every Thursday night and on Saturday nights, after watching Biffy 
play football, it was always soup and crumpets.  The rest of the week she cooked meat 
and veggies, a lot of stews.  Cabbage was a common supplement to a lot of meals.  
A steak was never on the menu as there were too many mouths to feed. 
 
Evelyn never worked outside of her home, she always cared for her family.   
 
She was a good knitter, mainly jumpers and socks.  Once she received the pension, 
she had her hair washed and set every week.  An interesting fact, after Evelyn lost all 
her teeth, she refused to get false teeth.  She could be a very stubborn person. 
 
The Martin family never had a beach holiday.  Their holidays consisted of occasional 
visits to Thomas’s sister, Myrtle, in Gladstone by train. 
 
Their family of eight all lived in the three bedroom house.  In the beginning the girls 
had to share three to a double bed.  The boys were luckier, they had a single bed 
each.   
 
Things got more complicated in 1949 when Alice moved into the house as well.  Alice 
remained with them until 1972 when she had to be moved into a nursing home in Port 
Pirie. 
 

Evelyn (LHS) with sister Annie. 
 
 
 

Evelyn and sister in law Alice Martin.  
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In her later years Evelyn kept a diary of major events that occurred in her life.  It has 
proved at great source of information about her life and how she was thinking.  The 
diary was for 1968 but she used it again and again to record events that occurred over 
the next 10 years.  A perpetual diary so to speak. 
 
The following extracts from her diary give, in some cases, a very personal insight to 
Evelyn. She often refers to herself as Mum when she writes. 
 
Like the time Thomas cut of his toe off in 1968. 

Extract from Evelyn’s diary recording the toe chopping. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Martin 1969. 
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Thomas was diagnosed with cancer of the oesophagus.  He went to Adelaide Hospital 
for treatment on 22 February 1973 then came home to Jamestown on 14 March 1973.  
He returned to Jamestown Hospital on 19 March for a fortnight.  Thomas passed away 
at 3.15 am on Friday, 27 April 1973 in the Jamestown Hospital from cancer of the 
oesophagus.  
 
Evelyn captured all of this in her diary. 

 
Extract from Evelyn’s dairy relating to Thomas’s death. 

 

Thomas’s death and funeral notice. 
 
Thomas was buried on Saturday, 28 April 1974 at 11.00 am in the Jamestown 
Cemetery in Section DP, Plot 12. 
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Evelyn was 62 when her Thomas died. 
 
As she didn’t have a car, she always relied heavily on her daughter, Fay, to drive her 
around for appointments, to shops, to the bridge club and any for other reason.  She 
joined the local Senior Citizens and played cards with friends on a regular basis.  
Bridge was her card game of choice and her love.  
 
On 7 January 1976, Evelyn was admitted to hospital with a heart attack and because 
of an ulcer on her leg that would not heal. 

 
The following year on the 10 October 1977, her daughter gave her a dog she 
purchased in Adelaide.  Evelyn called the pup Tinnie. 
 
1978 became a very difficult year for Evelyn as she was forced to move out of her 
home of 40 years.  Alice, her sister in-law, needed to sell Cockburn Road to pay for 
her care in Port Pirie.  In 1978, after the house was sold, Evelyn found herself 
homeless for the first time her life.  
 
It was a very upsetting period in her life as she was still able to take care of herself. 
 
At the time there were limited housing or care options in Jamestown.  Belalie Lodge 
was the only aged care option available. 
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Her mood was captured in the following extract from her diary where she wrote: 
 

 
 
Over the next five months she lived with her daughters while waiting for a room at the 
Belalie Lodge.  Evelyn spent a couple months from December 1978 to January 1979 
in Western Australia with family before returning to Jamestown.   
 
She finally had a proper holiday.  It was the furthest she had travelled and the first time 
in an aeroplane. 
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While in Western Australia, Evelyn visited many of the tourist spots in the South West 
and Great Southern.  
 

Evelyn at the Cape Leeuwin                                At the Gloucester Tree in Pemberton. 
Water Wheel at Augusta. 
 

At Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse, Augusta.              Christmas Day 1978. 
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Evelyn was allocated a room in Belalie Lodge in Jamestown on 14 February 1979.  
She flew back with her daughter to settle her into her new home.  She paid $85 a 
fortnight for board.  
 

Extract from Evelyn’s diary. 
 
 
Evelyn did not like the life at Belalie Lodge and felt alone.  Her daughter, Fay, spent 
many hours with her and looking after her. 
 
As fate would happen, she only resided there for 12 months before her death. 
 
Evelyn’s health had declined and she was sent to the Royal Adelaide Hospital for 
some time to recover and was sent back to Jamestown Hospital where she died on 
the 13 November 1980. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evelyn and Thomas’s 
headstone. 
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Evelyn and Thomas’s grave 
after Evelyn’s funeral. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thomas and Evelyn Martin were true pioneers of South Australia, who worked hard to 
provide and care for their family. They were very much loved. 
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Family Trees 
 
 

 
 

Thomas and Evelyn family and parents.  
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Thomas’s ancestors. 
 
 

Evelyn’s ancestors. 
 


