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A big thankyou goes out to all the family who have helped by sharing
photographs and stories to enable us to put together their life story.

While every effort has been taken to accurately record our
family’s history from oral and factual sources, the passage of
time has left many gaps in their life story that may forever
remain unknown to their descendants.

Brett Cummings (Great Grandson).
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William Joseph and Ellen Josephine Elena Martin

 William Joseph and Ellen Martin
- wedding day 1892.

William Joseph was born on 1 December 1865 at Coonatto Station in South Australia
and baptised in the Coonatto Station Church on 25 December 1868 along with his
brother Benjamin. He was the son of Michael Martin and Caroline McCudden.
Michael was born 1841 in Ireland and died on 1 August 1903 at Hornsdale, South
Australia. Caroline was born in 1845 in Londonderry, Ireland and died on 8 June 1890
in Adelaide, South Australia.
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William’s baptism record from Catholic Church, Adelaide.
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Ellen Josephine Elena Callary was born on 8 November 1871 in Gilbert, South
Australia. She was the daughter of Philip Callary and Julia McAuliffe. Philip was born
about 1834 and died on 19 March 1921 in Jamestown, South Australia. Philip was
son of Thomas Callary and Margaret Reilly. Julia was born about 1831 and died on
25 January 1927 in Jamestown, South Australia. Julia was the daughter of Humphrey
McAuliffe and Mary Keeffe.
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Ellen Josephine Elena Callary baptism record from Cathollc Church, Adelalde.

Church on Coonatto Station.

Coonatto Station homestead was about 4 miles north east of
Hammond in the Flinders Ranges. Taken about 1860.
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William and Ellen were married on 18 February 1892 in The Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Quorn, South Australia. William was 27 years old and Ellen was
21 years old when they married.

' A R

gty
lase o Married in the Distriet of

o ;
N -ndBu { { i
Mo, Whon Married. i h:" g Age.| Condition,

Eighteenth| Willism Joseph artin |25 3schelor Farmer |

{
February | ;
18th

day of |
| 42) | Ellen Josaphj.nl Elma |z:l_ pinat
| W7 - 1852 lery 1

i L. #illiem.dloseph MADLID....
was celebrated

batween us i
...@llen Josephine sless Cgllary

e The abovenamed  Williem Joseph liartin ;
by or before me, at the time and place above named, mdlnﬂ!eprummdehpmmmwhuamt\wml 0

Witness my hand this Eighteenth  dayof Tabmr.v 1098 i

T, &H4sST ALFRED 3HUM THOMAS, Deputy fegistrar dmmmmmmmdmm’imw :
ﬂm\mmbenmmmmyammmmm.mwmmﬂmmwﬂwddmmw” 601, Book 17

Given under my hand and sesl of office this 11th day of "ﬂsll?ﬁ. : 7 H! F2 i !;E !m M

w5l . . T

William and Ellen’s marriage certificate.

Australia Marriage Index, 1788-1950 Ellen Josephine Elma Callary

Mame: Ellen Josephine Elma Callary
Father's Mame: Philip Callary
Spouse Mame:  William Joseph Martin

Spouse's Father's  Michael Martin
Mame:

Marriage Date: 18 Feb 1892
Marriage Place: Quorn
Registration Place: Frome, South Australia
Fage Mumber: 601

Yolume Mumber: 170
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Catholic Church, Quorn where
William and Ellen married.
Photos: Brett Cummings 2012.

A Church member who showed us inside said that the church had not had major
renovations since built. Inside there was a new crucifix on wall and the table had been
moved away from the wall but other than that it was the same.
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Ellen and William Martin had six children:

1.

Philip Laurence Martin was born on 31 December 1892 in Arkaba, South Australia.
He died at the age of four on 1 April 1897 in Marianville near Quorn, South
Australia.

. Myrtle Nellie Martin was born on 29 January 1895 in Farina, South Australia. She

died on 18 October 1973 at Prospect in South Australia. She married Albert (Bert)
Charles Wilson on 11 September 1913, in Farina, South Australia. He was the son
of John Wilson and Emily Caroline Beer. Albert was born on 27 February 1891 in
Gordon, South Australia and died on 5 December 1966 in Kilburn, Adelaide, South
Australia. Both are buried in Dudley Park Cemetery in Adelaide, South Australia.

William Leslie Martin was born on 7 February 1899 in Birdsville, Queensland.
He died on 3 June 1973 in Hawker, South Australia. He married Emily Elizabeth
Chapman on 19 November 1928 in Farina, South Australia. Emily was the
daughter of Charles Kemble Chapman and Elizabeth Ann Gill. Emily was born on
9 December 1906 in Blinman, South Australia and died on 19 February 1987 in
Hawker, South Australia. They are both buried in the Hawker Cemetery.

Thomas Benjamin Martin was born on 19 April 1900 in Birdsville, Queensland.
He died on 27 April 1973 in Jamestown, South Australia. He married Evelyn Mabel
Reid on 19 September 1929 in Farina, South Australia. She was the daughter of
Michael Reid and Sarah Russell. Evelyn was born on 1 October 1911 in Hawker,
South Australia and died on 13 November 1980 in Jamestown, South Australia.
Both are buried in the Jamestown Cemetery.

Eileen Elsie Martin was born on 3 August 1902 in Queensland. She never married.
Eileen died on 1 January 1950 and was buried in Dudley Park Cemetery, South
Australia.

Alice Lottie Martin was born on 13 July 1904 in Queensland. She never married.
Alice died on 17 July 1979 in Port Pirie, South Australia and is buried in the Port
Pirie Cemetery.

William worked his entire life out in the station country of South Australia and
Queensland. By following where their children were born, it would seem they were
working their way north from Quorn up the Birdsville track to Birdsville. Most likely
working at different stations along the way. It took them seven years and three children
to get there. Itis now 1899.

Lyn Rowlands from the Wirrarri Visitor Centre, Birdsville advised that the Inland
Mission was the local hospital and where the Martin children were born in Birdsville.
It was located on Adelaide Road.
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The main street, Adelaide Road, Birdsville.
It is the track that all goods and mail arrived in Birdsville from Adelaide.

The Inland Mission on Adelaide Road, Birdsville.
Photos: Brett Cummings 2012.

Page 8



William and Ellen’s house in Birdsville.
Photos: Brett Cummings 2012.

According to Birdsville locals this house was the home of William and Ellen Martin.

By all accounts William was a coach driver for Cobb and Co in Queensland. Cobb
and Co were contracted by the Postmaster to deliver mail to many of the towns in
western Queensland, including the Birdsville run.

The first time we find William on an Electoral Roll was in 1903. He was 37 years old,
married and by then they had a family of five children. They were in located at
Thundapurty Station in Queensland. His occupation was a coach driver and Ellen’s
was house duties.
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Article below refers to a Martin driving the mail coach in 1903.

The Queenslander (Brisbane, Qld. : 1866 - 1939) / Sat10Jan 1903 / Page63 / COUNTRY NEWS.

T g e = weE PR TS R

FARRAR'S CREEK, December 10.
There is a nice little party stuck up at Farjar's

Oreck by floods. The mail en  route
%:o Birdaville, is there, with «  Chatter-

(of the Mitchel Rabbit Board), Nr.
Trotran  (of the North Gregury  Rabbit
Board), Mr. E. Campbell (of Melbourne, en route
to Bedowrie), Mr. Fechan (Dalgety and Co.'s re-
presentative), &c. Mr. Watson, of Currawilla, has
provided for all under the circumstances. The
mail is more than a week behind time, and Martin,
the coach-driver, that he bad a very rough
trip, and was caught in the rain between Moorri-
berrie and Currawilla. In crossing over one chan-
nel Miss Watson, passenger to Mackay, got her
valuable hamper of clothes and other nicknacks
washed off the coach and lost. The mails were
saved, l::ﬂ:t:]ha':oo:‘;adél: rising it has been
deemed @ = here
tmmm tiuke-lika streams, i A

is the best rainfall for grass since an
at the time of writing there are indlcmm o‘:
further storms.

He worked on or out of Thundapurty Station for many years before moving to Farina.
Thundapurty is marked on the map below.
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Location of Thundapurty Station north east of Birdsville.
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tnc to Durrie Station.

William and Ellen arrived in Farina around 1911 and soon after became the Mail Driver
for Mr James McConville in January 1912. This job entail delivering the mail to the
stations along the Strzelecki track that runs from Farina to Innamincka.
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Map of Strzelecki track.
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The following newspaper article describes the hardships faced by William delivering
the mail.

EAIN, DELAYED MAILS, AXND GOOD
TR Rl T s,

FARINA March 15—10e . Tnoamioeks
tma | efe dhore - on Mandar al 8 pm. fop
L AR peaw e station. and Felurped agTlm
(b o few ooars adier o echedule Tome,
| buvuig made o quick Leg obd peesioed all
Closl fime, The wcamiredtar b W) bears
Plactivel class pepaialoon ekoagouml timekenyer,
il bis driver has tely upnead los Regusa
Blan s i oeeagoeine Lnieriunaiely ™ the
miails norka of Aloropeow e calse are Bl
yobodewn, . Tee service 1o looamencka -oon-

| astd af three cgaches, Che Best runaeg lenn

* Faringe to Murnpean£, BE mioes; ooe seeanil
rreis Muorspenwe 1o Boa Fiul, 80 @i e=; o
SUEhe Lhind fowim Bog Fiol o lnnaoaekn, 13
chmbes mnde g A mikes dnoell Fram lunae
mune ka o Hgdden Powns, T0 modes, &= oans
atoer conlrct, wilth Vavpera Cric'k in s
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The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA
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The mail route was broken into three sections, Farina to Murnpeowie a distance of
90 miles, then from Murnpeowie to Box Flat a distance of 60 miles and the last section
from Box Flat to Innamincka, a distance of 150 miles. 300 miles in all.

William was the coach driver for the Farina to Murnpeowie section for 14 months. The
original track went directly to many of the station homesteads.

The current track has been realigned to go around the homesteads. Murnpeowie
station homestead is now 12 kilometre off the original track.

It proved to be a fateful job as he was killed by a lightning strike. How unlucky would
you have to be. His death was well recorded in the newspapers of the day.

L e : b S

3

The worker quarters at Murnpeowie Station.
Photos: Brett Cummings 2012.
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Remains of the shearing shed, Murnpeowie Station.

View looking back to the artisan bore behind Workers quatrters.
Photos: Brett Cummings 2012.

William was killed near his tent that he had set up outside the worker quarters at
Murnpeowie Station. His son, Thomas, told his family that the lightning had struck
William’s fob watch. The Station Manager told us there was an old tree near where
the two small trees now stand at the side of the workers quarters and this was the
location of William’s tent. For whatever reason he would not sleep in the workers
quarters.

Page 14



The original Strzelecki track which William would have travelled to deliver the mail
went straight past the workers quarters. In 2012, the current managers allowed us to
leave the Station via the original track. This was a special treat to follow in William’s
footsteps.

William died on 4 March 1913 on Murnpeowie Station on the Strzelecki Track in South
Australia while delivering the mail.

4 Wednesday 12 March 1913 » Page | 2
The Register (Adelaide, 5A : 1901 - 1929) zbout) Y AL EB mhE
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William Joseph Martin.

Page 15



MURNPEOWIE MAIL DRIVER.

The dnver ¢! the mail from Mampe
owie 10 Farna, who was struck by light
ning “n Fridav and killed wan e, William
Marin, of Farina He had heen in the
emilov of Mr. MeUConville a2 maill drver
aince Janoary, 1812, He wis revogmised as
ane nf the best dever= in the porth, and
was about 30 years of age.  He was very
will-known at Birdeville, at which place he
lived smd was empioved prior to entering
the sorwices af Mr. MeOoaville. He lei:
s widow and &1 chikdren,

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) abouty Saturday 13 March 1913 » 4 Page 41 -@

“TRAGIC HAPPENINGS |
~ OF THE WEEK.
South Australia.
MATL nmvmﬁgum BY

The Deputy Post - master - General re-ﬁ
eewed a telegram from Farina on March
stating that the Murnpeowie mail
had not arrived  at Farina, althougn 20
hours overdue, and that Mr. hﬁller,ot ud-
pamutno, had repnrted 26 inches of rain
at the Iaatnn.m lane on Tuendny. Later

in the ed a telegram
%t the Murnpeowie
muldnver hnd struck by lightming on
eaday nmhr. and killed whilst in &
ils had amved safely at 2.
Pm. hy hfmkhom in ch of W. Blin-
mn, urnpeowie station hand, The de-
ceased maildriver, whose name was Wil
Yiam Martin, was employed by Mr. James
HcConnIle 2 mai] contractor., He was &
native of Farina, and was one of the best
drivers in the north. He was also well-
known at Birdsville, at which place he lived
and was employed prior to entering the
service of Mr. McConville. He left &
widow and six children.

— il

»

Newspaper articles recording William’s death.
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The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931) about ¥ Wednesday 2 July 1913 »

RETURN THANKS. !

W. J. MARTIN and FAMILY, of Farima,
w!sh to express their sincere ‘ﬂLL‘iKS to all

kind Friends and Relatives for letters and tele
grams and floral tributes, especially Mummpeow:e
and Lyndhurs: and residents of the station, for
their kindness to them in the loss they have sus-
(ained by the death of their beloved husband and
father. l

Ellen’s acknowledgement of support after William’s death.

= BovTH AUETRALIA
| N? 2618 ,@
The Office of the Principal Registrar ~
o Births, Deaihs, apd ;
Fee: 3/ of Bir ” WM
Adelarde, 5.4... S i it U

R, ADELAIDE.

EXTRACT FROM DEATH REGISTRATION, Bock No...372......., Page. . 473 ..
Name......William Joseph MARTIN . o miciis: Ao B

o AR RNERURMERE 5 - = .1 | - ORI RIS COPURPDY RIOEPUR [ 1= ) g 1) M -0 - 3 Sl B = B WO

E, W STEVEMBON, GOVEAMUINT FIINT

| Womn—& cntta com. A. W. BOWDEN, Principal Registrar.

plete copy under sonl
is obtainable for 7/6 PEL—r—fimaun

William’s death extract.

It is such a tragic story. William had only just established himself and family in Farina
when his life was suddenly ended.
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Farina Cemetery.
Photo: Brett
Cummings 2012.

According to sources including “Farina Gibbers to Ghost Town” by Rob Olston, William
Joseph Martin is buried in an unmarked grave in the Farina Cemetery, South Australia.

Life would have already been hard for Ellen and with the loss of William it would have
become much harder. The challenges ahead for Ellen raising a family of six in Farina
must have seemed insurmountable at times. However, Ellen was up to it and with the
help of the Farina community she made a life for herself and her family.

Her love for William endured as evident by the newspaper memorials she placed in
later years.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA: 1889 - 1931) acout, ¥ Wednesday 4 March 1914

Memofial_to William in 1914.
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The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA: 1889 - 1931) sbout, ¥ Monday 17 April 1916 1

MARTIN.—In loring memory of Willhm Jv!z_:
:Il?n. kllhdttl\mw on March 4,

1 think of him #till as the same; I my,
* He is not dead; he is just away.

] have lonely hows
u?" g S I
—lmwh&hiumfe:ﬂhﬂlr

Memorial to William in 1916.

Ellen remained in Farina raising her children and was an active member of the
community.

Ellen at Farina.
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Farina townsite as recorded on a town map drawn by J Patterson taken from Farina
from Gibbers to Ghost Town by R Olston.
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Farina townsite.

Hunt family (Evelyn Reid'’s sister, Jane) Farina
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Life was not easy for Ellen after William’s death and it got a lot harder for her as she
was diagnosed with breast cancer in December 1913.

A search of Admissions to Adelaide Hospital online, confirmed that Ellen Martin was
admitted on the 29 December 1913 with breast cancer. Ellen was 36 years old. Ellen
was discharged on the 13 January 1914.

South Australia, Australia, Adelaide Hospital Admission Registers, 1841-1952 for Ellen Martens

1910 Jan-1913 Dec

I RECORD OF PATIENTS, ADELAIDE HOSPITAL.

AR | _‘i\\wk TR il Lo,
Tovofa o Ba Menhiwident 3700 | 18 AR

PR s e
| S Samend s L

"Mook e

Extract from Adelaide Hospital Admissions 1913.

What a year 1913 was for Ellen and her family.

In March the death of her husband, in September the marriage of daughter Myrtle and
then in December Ellen had breast cancer and one breast removed. Ellen’s world had
forever changed.

Imagine returning to Farina, excited to be reunited with her children but she must have
been in pain and uncertain of her future. Reading medical papers for back then, there
was no follow up services for Ellen and success rates were very low. How amazing it
is that Ellen lived until she was 77.

Ellen remained in Farina raising her children and was an active member of the
community.

It is understood that Ellen survived by providing catering services and by being a
greengrocer, providing provisions to locals and travellers.

In 1924, Ellen is recorded in the newspapers as providing supper for a family farewell
and again in 1928 she is recorded as providing the supper arrangements for the Leap
Year Ball. She was listed in the Sands and McDougall 1926 -1929 South Australian
directory as a Greengrocer at Farina.
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Quorn Mercury (SA:1895-1954) / FrilFeb 1924 / Page3

Ry W IUnS ATE. l:rm'nuuluww -

the town,
On Friday evening, Jan. 24, Mr,

and Mrs, Moffatt and fawily were

| the guestsat o farowell Social. Mr.
|Hoﬂti-t is'an old resident of Farins,

,and bas been trausierred Lo Bow-
] ' mans as leading packer, and the
- chairman (Mr: Buraton), in making
i ! a presentation of a chequo on behalf
| ‘of the townspecple, and Mr. W.
 Russoll, who pressoled Mr, Moffatt
, with » ecsse of pipes on bebalf of
. No. 3 Flyiog Gaog, said whal =
. loss Mr. and Mrs, Moffatt would be
 to Farina. Detween tho dances,

songs were rendered by Mrs. Justio,
u'Mm Daniclsen and Dasvis, and
. { Measrs. Taynos, TTastings, Cn.ld-rqll,
r and Helices: Tho supper ar

meots were ably carried out’ |||' Mrs.

" { Mmetin. -

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA: 1895 - 1954) / Sat10 Mar 1928 / Page 73

LEAP YEAR BALL

One of the most succesiful balls in th
history of Farina was held on Friday eveni
when a leap year ball, convened by Mm.
Payne and the Misses and A. Martin, took

ace. These ladies were assisted by Mes

mes R. M. Bell, E J. Murtin, and T. Dav.es,
who took r!nt;v of the per arrangements
Visitors were present from Maee, Mount Lynd-
hurst, Lyndhurst Siding, Copley, and Beltama,
The surrounding stations aso pplid their
quota, The bhall was decorated n eulnnd
streamers, wilh a bell-shaped arch dlreotlr
 the centre. Acrordeon music was al thll
|tu ava.lable, and thm who sup it were
A, M., snd A J>rhuston %um Bunt ng,
.J. Kite, L. an. il "Red. aud J. Parkin.
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Alice Martin, Harry ?, Eileen Martin and Ellen Martin at Farina.

Ellen’s family grew up and eventually moved away from Farina.

It is told that Ellen moved to Jamestown with her youngest daughter, Alice in 1936
after a fierce storm hit Farina destroying much of the town including Ellen’s house.
The hard decision not to rebuild was made and she moved on.

Ellen’s parents and some of her Aunts and Uncles on the Callary side already lived in
the Jamestown and Belalie areas, so the move would have been very logical.

It is believed she initially moved in to a tin house on Gloucester Street, Jamestown
before moving to a house on Vohr Street, Jamestown. Later she and Alice lived in a
flat behind the Butcher shop in Ayre Street where they stayed for many years.

Ellen inherited a house in Cockburn Road from her Aunty Catherine Callary in 1941.
Ellen never actually lived in the house. She let her son Thomas Martin and family live
there. This was a very kind gesture. Ellen preferred to keep to herself and was not
very involved with her children or grandchildren.
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Captain Neale and his plane Satin Bird at Farina racecourse 1927.

It is likely that Ellen and some of her family are in this picture as it was sourced from

Alice Martin collection.

Ellen with her mother Julia
unknown person in Jamestown.
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Ellen died 13 August 1949 in Jamestown, South Australia. She is buried in an
unmarked grave in Jamestown Cemetery.

4 Thursday 25 August 1945 » 4 Page |9 |-
The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1854) =bout : B <« Page|s [

nick_at Kapunda, Lameroo and ,
Freelirg She leaves one daugh-
's

ter, Mrs. F W. Kernich, Free-
ling, and four grandcnildren
Mrs. Ellen Josephine Martin,
who died at Jamestown HOSpi-
tal, was the daughter of the late
Julia and Phillip Callary and
was born at Seven Hills 78 years
ago. She was married at Quorn
'n 1892 and had resided in
Tamestown for the past 13 years.
Three daughters and two sons
survive  —Mrs. Mvyrtle Wilson
‘Adelaide'. William ‘Hawker
Thomas and Alice (James-|,
town), Eileen (Adelaide).
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Ellen’s death notice.
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A. W. BOWDEN, Principal Registrar.

Ellen’s death extract.
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Home > MARTIN,Ellen Josephine Elena

MARTIN,Ellen Josephine Elena

Surname MARTIN

Given Names Ellen .Jose_phine Elena
Cemetery Jamestowin

Section_ _F H R
Plot/Grave/Niche 04

Last Residence Jamestovm

Age at Death 79

Cause of Death Unknovm

Date of Burial 15/08/1949

Minister Officiating  Rev. Lonergan
Burial/Order Number 2052

William was a true pioneer of central Australia where he lived and worked. He blazed
trials across the outback moving and caring for animals, people and the mail as he
went. Tragically, his life was cut short during a thunder storm on one fateful day
in March, 1913.

Ellen was a pioneer in her own right. She lived and prospered in the harsh conditions
that faced so many of the women of that time. She raised her family in a very harsh
environment, often alone while William was away working and then after his death.

William and Ellen’s pioneering spirit are great role models for those of us who follow.
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Family Trees.

William
Joseph e
Martin llen
o 18651913 Josephine
Elena
N—— Callary
2 18711949
[ ]
Philip
Laurence
Martin
o' 1892-1897 —
Myrtle William Thomas Eileen Elsie Alice Lottie
Nellie Leslie L Benjamin Martin Martin
Martin Martin Emily Martin Evelyn 9 1902-1950 % 1904-1979
18951973 o' 1899-1973 Elizabeth o 1800-1973 Mabel Reid
y Chapman 4 9 1911-1980
" 1891-1956 2 1906-1987
—_— —_— —_—
Family of William and Ellen.
Michael Martin Cargline McCudden Philip Callary Julia McAulifie
d' (1341-1203) & 2 (1845-1300) &~ & (1334-1921) & 2 (1831-1927) &

William Joseph Martin Margaret Callary
' (1385-1013) & . ¥ (1865-1038) ¥

Philip Laurence Martin
Benjamin Martin o' [1582-1887) Thomas Callary
d (1867-1821) | o' (1287-)

Myrile Nellie Martin |
Thomas James Marin 2 (1805-1073) w Humphrey Callary
' (1870-1808) &' (1868-1953)

. } William Leslie Martin VB cico doscpbine Eiena
Alice Martin d (1808-1973) ¥ L Callary
9 [1872-191T) ¥ | 2 (1871-1942) &

Sl Thomas Eenjamin Martin |
Caroline Martin . d (1800-1973) ¥ Phillip Joseph Callary
EETET 4 | o [1872-1028)

: Eileen Elsie Martin
John Martin 9 (1802-1950)
d' (1877-1923) ¥

Alice Loftie Martin
Catherine Margaret Martin ¥ (1004-1979)
2 (1870-1883) ;

William and Ellen’s children and parents.
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William’s ancestors.

Ellen’s ancestors.

End
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