The Life of William Arthur Dawes

William Arthur Dawes was born on 22 September 1863 in Pekina, South Australia, his father, James, was 32
and his mother, Anne, was 32.

His sister Elizabeth was born on 20 April 1866 in Pekina, South Australia, when William Arthur was 2 years
old.

Researching account books and ledgers for the Beltana Pastoral Company at the State Library of South
Australia (BRG 133 Series) , discovered the following entries :

Blanchewater represent the first attempts to open up and settle the Far North of South Australia. From
1858 onwards the Blanchewater Homestead was the centre of a profitable and expanding pastoral empire
associated with the notable South Australians John Baker (1858) and Thomas Elder (1872).

Blanchewater : In 1861 the station was used by McKinlay as a starting point for the Burke and Wills relief
expedition.

The heyday of Blanchewater and its horses was during the 1880s when as many as a thousand foals were
born each year. They were used by Cobb & Co coaches and as buggy horses in Adelaide. The majortity
however were used for stock mustering and as remounts for the Indian Army. Its fame attracted not only
business but also people who wanted to work on the station. One of them, James Tiernay, came all the way
from Canada. He worked at Blanchewater until his death on 6 August 1887. In 1891 it was decided to
change back to sheep and more than four thousand horses were sold.

Blanchewater Station Nov 1889 as mail driver




Blanchewater June 1890 as mail driver

Blanchewater December 1890 as mail driver




Blanchewater Homestead Photograph of buildings at Blanchewater Station, one timber and a few stone
1897

Homestead with thatched roof and station buildings - group of workers stand around the outbuilding 1905




Murnpeowie 1891

Murnpeowie June 1891
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Murnpeowie November 1898




In 1891 William (Billy) was mentioned in the below newspaper clipping as the Driver of the Innamincka Coach
(taken from the 21t March 1891, “Observer” newspaper)
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William Arthur Dawes married Mary Ann Pedlar in Broken Hill, New South Wales, on 11 August 1892 when
he was 28 years old. They had eight children in 12 years.
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His daughter Gladys May was born on 3 September 1893 in Port Pirie, South Australia.



In 1894 William bought land Lot 62 in Innamincka. Diagonally across from the current Hotel/Trading Post. On the
corner of Mitchell and Browne Streets. He sold it 1897.




His son Arthur was born on 17 July 1895 in Port Pirie, South Australia. Arthur passed away in 1896 in
Wilcannia, New South Wales, when he was 1 year old.

During 1899 — 1904 William was in Innamincka, Murnpeowie and Farina. Taken from the Financial Journal
at Murnpeowie Station, he was a camel driver there 1899-1904

His son Joshua was born on 16 July 1900 in Farina, South Australia. Joshua passed away on 20 December
1901 in South Australia when he was 1 year old at Murnpeowie Station.

His daughter Nellie Blanche was born on 25 November 1901 at Murnpeowie Station. The name, Blanche
may have come from Blanchewater which is between Farina and Innamincka.

In 1901 William bought land Lot 271 in Farina on Third Street. He sold in 1907.
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His son James was born on 31 January 1903 at Murnpeowie Station. James died 1 March 1903 when he was
less than a year old at Murnpeowie Station.

His son Alfred Laurance was born on 22 May 1904 in Farina, South Australia. The father of Rev James Arthur
Dawes OAM and grandfather to Stephen, Robyn and Russell.

His son Norman Alexander Giles was born on 4 December 1905 in Quorn, South Australia. Norman
Alexander Giles passed away on 13 March 1906 in Quorn, South Australia, when he was less than a year old.

From the South Australian Almanacs they have William registered at the below :
1906 — 1910 Murnpeowie Station

1912 — 1920 Clifton Hills Station as Manager

1921 - 1923 Cordillo Downs as Overseer

During this time his wife Mary Ann lived in Adelaide. According to the Almanacs her addresses were 20
Bowers Cottages, Regent St (1911-1913), 27 Carrington St (1918/1919), 248 Grote St (1920-1925).



At the time of his death in 1923 W A Dawes was employed by the Beltana Pastoral Company and was Station
Overseer at Cadelga. His usual place of residence given by his death certificate was Cordillo Downs.

He also managed the Kanowana Cattle Run and was described in the minutes of the Company as “He had
been a long while in the service”.

He had died at the Durrantie Waterhole while droving 6,600 woolly wethers (unshorn sheep) from Cordillo
Downs to Mount Lyndhurst.

The below picture is during a droving of sheep (1923). Have been told William most likely on the white
horse (as being the boss, man in charge) on the far right side of the picture. The 6,600 woolly wethers
crossing the Cooper at Innamincka. The photo was taken by Keith Healey aged 10 (born 1913) whose
parents (Albert Healey) ran the Innamincka Hotel between 1919-1924. Keith Healy gave my father James
Arthur Dawes the photo.




He died on 13 July 1923 at the age of 59.

Below are the newspaper clippings about this death.

AN OLD DROVER'S DEATH.
innamincka, July 8.
Drover W. A\, Duwes. in charge of Cor-
di'lo sheep, traveiding to Murnpeowie, He-
came suddenlyv U, and died at s eamp,
within a couple of hour. He had eom-
Lained of naips in his chest for some days
he ice-officer. ¥ith two residents, and
Mr. Peterron, of Tnnamincka Hote!, whe
promptiy offered the use of 1« motor car,

th e > ’ ’ 5 b
Innaminek -~ where M: Patterson, of |
s Tingana had prepared a cofli i
v ievcted old wentd thereinre had
v decvent VT W \\._"n aths FerTe N u!--
Mrs. J. A, Petersom and Mrs Fdwards,
and an old triend aas laid 1n his last rest.
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Williams grave was found in 2001 (See The Durrantie Waterhole Experience, Retracing the steps of my
Grandfather, William Arthur Dawes, July 2001. Compiled by Rev James Dawes OAM). The Innamincka
Station organised for the white barriers to be placed around the grave, marking and protecting it. My father
Rev James Dawes organised for the below plaque to be made in Adelaide and sent it up to be fixed at the
head of the grave on the white barrier.

WILLIAM ARTHUR DAWES

WHILE DROVING 6,600 WOOLLY WETHERS FROM

CORDILLO DOWNS TO MT LYNDHURST DIED HERE
13.7. 1923

THE GRAVE WAS DISCOVERED BY SOME OF HIS FAMILY

13. 7. 2001

IN MEMORY OF OUR FAMI ¥ MEMBER WE NEVER KNEW

There was a blaze cut into the Coolabah Tree indicating the grave



The siblings did a recent trip in July 2020 to revisit the grave and the trees have grown
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A portrait photograph of William Arthur Dawes



Various

1882 out the front of the general store at Farina. William maybe the guy on the far right with the hat.

B 8007



1898 Murnpeowie Mail Coach. Maybe William in the passengers seat with the hat.

l

Camels bringing goods to J.W.Manfield's premises at Innamincka. Innamincka was the traditional home of the
Yandruwandha Aboriginal people approx. 1910. Maybe William in the centre with tie and hat. Goods would have
come from JW Manfields in Farina.




This photo says it was taken at Warrina circa 1885.

WA Dawe possible sitting infront of the camel on the left with the beard. He would have been 22 years old
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been done, M,. Walker, the manajzer,
and his men bad for weeka past been con-
structing big earthworks around the sta-
tion buildings, while the station boats had
been b conveying everything of walne

to the high stony tsblelands mto the
station. It is !orftm& :l::t m‘z
taken, for rusa of wa
topped the embinkment and mads o
clean sweep of all the station buildings,
Grave fears are entertained for tue fate
tion and it mtgl‘unh, n: '::
description on rece
from them, The gesoral opinion at Isna-
mincka is that they are entirely cut off,
and as they are short of rations they must
be baving a bad time of it. The staiion
boat is reported to be unfit for use, she
Murnpeowie camel teams failed in thuir
endeavor to punt the Cordillo and Cadelze
loading eeross at Innamincks, and t.e
loading in now stacked on the stones thern.
No more g\mtiu will be attempted wuntil
the river falls. before reported, thrre
is not a sufficiency of cable to reach acriss
the stream, which is almost a mile wide
opposite the townahip, apnd even if there
were enough cable at the present time
there iz nothing to fasten it to, the tops of
the enormeus gum trees beng almoas: be-
neath water.  No further word 1a« bom
received from Nannamerrie of Nocu'dra.
Mr. M. R. Oakes, who has t:ken up the
Tinga Tingana eountry, lcft Innam n ka for
Tinga Tingana ahead of tae b g water sud
triad to race it dowa te his csmp, 100 m log,
but could mol keep pace with.it. The
flood reached his camp before him, and h'a
whole belongings are now in the mildle of
a raging beldy of water, Tae Murope:wie
camels pasced chrough water up to their
girths at Lake Crossing on the trip down,
end the maildriver here expresses tie
opinion that this mail is the last we will
reccive from Innamincka for aime time, as

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Page 5 ,FLOODS IN COOPER'S CREEK. 1906

opinion TOAL LALS Mail 1% 1NE AR we win
receive from Innamincka for aime time, s
a boat will have to be providel at Like
Crossing to f‘"&"" mai's aver.  Thix had
i‘;q ge done in 1861 and toe prestat flo d is
igher,

he latest news from Koppernmanns is
that the Coopar would reach there in twa
weeks' time., when it wanld b= a2 eansr of
wmnting any loading or teams across. The

ltana Pastora] pany are now d's-
patching ~amels with rations for Cordi'le
and Cadelgo stations by that route, and
probably Haddon and Arrabury lo dingwill
ga the same road. At Innimin ka t is
expected it will be fully two months before
the punt will be able to work., Sheirng
at Haddon sud Arrabury stations will 2o
doubt be defaved in consequence.
Callabonna station, whenre nows has jued
arrived, over 2 in, of rain was registe
Innamincka, March 30,
coming serious bere
pow, a: Cooper's Creek i in flood
and :liﬂ risin’ #t the rate of
5 or 8 in. a_day. JFears are enter
tained that it will continue to rise for sowe
time.  A{ present there s no doubt as te
whether the Barcoo and Thomson rivers
have come down, as there has been no
communication belween lnnamincka and
Nocundra for some tme. The last news
rece ved, five weeka ago, was thut st Win-
dorah tha people were surrounded
water and were short of rations, and
the rise has continued they are now in im-
minent danger spd there is pe chance of
dom( 1escue work by boat, as the distance
would be too grest, At Na]:pnmerrh sta-
tion, just op the border, they are com-
petely isolited, and bave no means of ve-
ceiving or dispatchine mails, as it is owiog
to the strong current considered unsafe to
attempt to cross a boat until the water
hes gone down. e is now 2
higher thaa the 1801 flood, and i the
highest koown by the white people ai
the creek. A congiderable amount
damage will be uong to buijldings n:ﬁ
fencing. e Innamincka station .
outhuildi on

Maiters are

. Campbeli'a run
are a total wreck,  This is ¢ great loss,
ns it was one of the stone buildings which
were put up before drought set in. The

waters rose so quickly that, despite
the faet that manager (Mr. Walker)
bad an embankment all aroumd, up to the
1891 flood mark, thé inmates had little time
to escane in the to_a_hill, where, o
temporary structure is being erected. Neo
newr has been received from Coongy sta-
tion for a fortnight, as they are completely
hemmed in by water, and csnnot be

the flood

reached. If keeps for ]
Cardills wad Haddoa Downs siatisss

have diffie. . o .;;:t:a“ltom acToms. On
this week ' oo % of the
Murnepeowic ciuics, arrived with
loading_for Cordillo, and had to stack

on high ground, An attempt was me
to punt som- acroas; but the currents were
too stiong for towing even a mmall pa
and the big punt with the ca

in use ow, as the large tredpr
used to at the cable to ore moatly
under water snd the ounly chance js te
land a few of th necessaries of life
by boat Al country for 50 miles in
under waier, with a few 1lands sho
here and there. The nolice-statinn =


https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/5069913?searchTerm=murnpeowie%20dawes
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/5069913?searchTerm=murnpeowie%20dawes

Grandson
‘stumbles’ |
on drover’s
ated

“isol

e

Jirn Dawes holds a sheet of paper 1o highlight the
is grandfather's grave at Durrantie Waterhole,
i Bheilio Bowna. and Cadel

(4] owns an adelga
*"Mr Dawes intends to get further
protection for the site and %eg
manager of B.

Kidman & Co, the lessee g




