
The Life of William Arthur Dawes 

William Arthur Dawes was born on 22 September 1863 in Pekina, South Australia, his father, James, was 32 

and his mother, Anne, was 32.  

His sister Elizabeth was born on 20 April 1866 in Pekina, South Australia, when William Arthur was 2 years 

old. 

 

Researching account books and ledgers for the Beltana Pastoral Company at the State Library of South 

Australia (BRG 133 Series) , discovered the following entries : 

Blanchewater represent the first attempts to open up and settle the Far North of South Australia. From 

1858 onwards the Blanchewater Homestead was the centre of a profitable and expanding pastoral empire 

associated with the notable South Australians John Baker (1858) and Thomas Elder (1872). 

Blanchewater : In 1861 the station was used by McKinlay as a starting point for the Burke and Wills relief 

expedition. 

The heyday of Blanchewater and its horses was during the 1880s when as many as a thousand foals were 

born each year. They were used by Cobb & Co coaches and as buggy horses in Adelaide. The majortity 

however were used for stock mustering and as remounts for the Indian Army. Its fame attracted not only 

business but also people who wanted to work on the station. One of them, James Tiernay, came all the way 

from Canada. He worked at Blanchewater until his death on 6 August 1887. In 1891 it was decided to 

change back to sheep and more than four thousand horses were sold. 

Blanchewater Station Nov 1889 as mail driver 

 



Blanchewater June 1890 as mail driver 

 

 

Blanchewater December 1890 as mail driver 

 

  



Blanchewater Homestead Photograph of buildings at Blanchewater Station, one timber and a few stone 

1897 

 

Homestead with thatched roof and station buildings - group of workers stand around the outbuilding 1905 

 

 

  



Murnpeowie 1891 

 

Murnpeowie June 1891 

 

  



Murnpeowie November 1898 

 

 

  



In 1891 William (Billy) was mentioned in the below newspaper clipping as the Driver of the Innamincka Coach 
(taken from the 21st March 1891, “Observer” newspaper) 

 

 

William Arthur Dawes married Mary Ann Pedlar in Broken Hill, New South Wales, on 11 August 1892 when 

he was 28 years old. They had eight children in 12 years.  

 

His daughter Gladys May was born on 3 September 1893 in Port Pirie, South Australia. 



In 1894 William bought land Lot 62 in Innamincka.  Diagonally across from the current Hotel/Trading Post.  On the 

corner of Mitchell and Browne Streets.  He sold it 1897. 

 

 



His son Arthur was born on 17 July 1895 in Port Pirie, South Australia. Arthur passed away in 1896 in 
Wilcannia, New South Wales, when he was 1 year old. 

During 1899 – 1904 William was in Innamincka, Murnpeowie and Farina.  Taken from the Financial Journal 
at Murnpeowie Station, he was a camel driver there 1899-1904 

His son Joshua was born on 16 July 1900 in Farina, South Australia. Joshua passed away on 20 December 
1901 in South Australia when he was 1 year old at Murnpeowie Station. 

His daughter Nellie Blanche was born on 25 November 1901 at Murnpeowie Station.  The name, Blanche 
may have come from Blanchewater which is between Farina and Innamincka. 

In 1901 William bought land Lot 271 in Farina on Third Street.   He sold in 1907. 

 



 

 

His son James was born on 31 January 1903 at Murnpeowie Station.  James died 1 March 1903 when he was 
less than a year old at Murnpeowie Station. 

His son Alfred Laurance was born on 22 May 1904 in Farina, South Australia. The father of Rev James Arthur 
Dawes OAM and grandfather to Stephen, Robyn and  Russell. 

His son Norman Alexander Giles was born on 4 December 1905 in Quorn, South Australia.  Norman 
Alexander Giles passed away on 13 March 1906 in Quorn, South Australia, when he was less than a year old. 

From the South Australian Almanacs they have William registered at the below : 

1906 – 1910 Murnpeowie Station 

1912 – 1920 Clifton Hills Station as Manager 

1921 – 1923 Cordillo Downs as Overseer 

During this time his wife Mary Ann lived in Adelaide.  According to the Almanacs her addresses were 20 
Bowers Cottages, Regent St (1911-1913), 27 Carrington St (1918/1919), 248 Grote St (1920-1925). 

  



At the time of his death in 1923 W A Dawes was employed by the Beltana Pastoral Company and was Station 

Overseer at Cadelga.  His usual place of residence given by his death certificate was Cordillo Downs.    

He also managed the Kanowana Cattle Run and was described in the minutes of the Company as “He had  

been a long while in the service”. 

He had died at the Durrantie Waterhole while droving 6,600 woolly wethers (unshorn sheep) from Cordillo 

Downs to Mount Lyndhurst. 

The below picture is during a droving of sheep (1923).  Have been told William most likely on the white 

horse (as being the boss, man in charge) on the far right side of the picture.  The 6,600 woolly wethers 

crossing the Cooper at Innamincka.  The photo was taken by Keith Healey aged 10 (born 1913) whose 

parents (Albert Healey) ran the Innamincka Hotel between 1919-1924.  Keith Healy gave my father James 

Arthur Dawes the photo. 

 

  



He died on 13 July 1923 at the age of 59. 

Below are the newspaper clippings about this death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Williams grave was found in 2001 (See The Durrantie Waterhole Experience, Retracing the steps of my 

Grandfather, William Arthur Dawes, July 2001. Compiled by Rev James Dawes OAM).  The Innamincka 

Station organised for the white barriers to be placed around the grave, marking and protecting it. My father 

Rev James Dawes organised for the below plaque to be made in Adelaide and sent it up to be fixed at the 

head of the grave on the white barrier. 

 

 

 

 

There was a blaze cut into the Coolabah Tree indicating the grave 



  

The siblings did a recent trip in July 2020 to revisit the grave and the trees have grown 

 

 

 

 

A portrait photograph of William Arthur Dawes  

  



Various 

1882 out the front of the general store at Farina.  William maybe the guy on the far right with the hat. 

 

  



1898 Murnpeowie Mail Coach.  Maybe William in the passengers seat with the hat. 

 

 

Camels bringing goods to J.W.Manfield's premises at Innamincka. Innamincka was the traditional home of the 

Yandruwandha Aboriginal people approx. 1910.  Maybe William in the centre with tie and hat.  Goods would have 

come from JW Manfields in Farina. 

 

  



This photo says it was taken at Warrina circa 1885. 

WA Dawe possible sitting infront of the camel on the left with the beard.  He would have been 22 years old 

 

  



The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Page 5 ,FLOODS IN COOPER'S CREEK. 1906 

 

 

  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/5069913?searchTerm=murnpeowie%20dawes
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/5069913?searchTerm=murnpeowie%20dawes


 


